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THE OLYMPIC MUSEUM IN 
2018 

2018: A HIGHLY SYMBOLIC OLYMPIC 
YEAR 
2018 ended on a high: The Olympic Museum hosted 
over 290,000 visitors, the permanent exhibition 
presented a new approach to the Olympic spirit, and 
we welcomed our 5 millionth visitor! 
Ever since it opened in 1993, The Olympic Museum has continually been updated. 
For its 25th anniversary, the floor dedicated to the Olympic spirit was totally 
revamped!  
Visitors from across the world flocked to The Museum to experience Olympism, enjoy 
the PyeongChang Games and learn the secrets to devising a visual identity for the 
Olympic Games. 2018 also saw The Museum reach the milestone of welcoming its 5 
millionth visitor!  
2019 will see us gear up for the Youth Olympic Games and revisit the athletes’ 
experience and the dissemination of the Olympic values. 
 

The Olympic Museum’s permanent exhibition seeks to be dynamic and evolve 
constantly, so the Olympic spirit space got a new look! 
The Olympic spirit space – which reopened to the public for the end-of-year holidays – aims to shine a 
spotlight on the activities of the IOC outside the Games and explain its involvement in numerous areas, 
such as the athletes, health, young people, vulnerable communities, the future of Olympic cities and 
the legacy of the Games. The project to revamp this space aimed to give these areas greater visibility. 
The visitor experience has been optimised with targeted changes to the displays and modifications to 
the route across the whole level. 
 

The key new features: 
• Redesigned and improved visitor flow; 
• Athletes more prominent along the visitor’s route; 
• Greater emphasis on the Olympic Truce; 
• A new space devoted to the IOC’s activities outside the Games; 
• A “Science and Technology” space featuring connected and ultra-high-tech equipment used 

at PyeongChang 2018; 
• A skiing simulator to hit the slopes as if you were at PyeongChang 2018. 

You can see some pictures here! 
 
  

https://flic.kr/s/aHsmzwAPuc


A look back at an outstanding year, marked in particular by the PyeongChang 
Winter Games 
Over 290,000 people visited The Museum: two-thirds of these visitors came from overseas and one-
quarter were under 16! There was a marked increase in the number of tourists from Asia, and especially 
China. Some 25,000 children participated in the TOM schools educational programme. Once again, 
The Olympic Museum retains its place on the top step of the podium in the “spontaneously cited Swiss 
museum” category. 

To celebrate the first Winter Games to be held in South Korea, The Olympic Museum 
organised the “Do you speak PyeongChang?” programme 
This was a great success, with almost 20,000 visitors coming to enjoy the exhibition. To pay tribute to 
Korean culture, The Museum teams also devised a series of events for all ages: special weekends 
devoted to the opening of the Games and Korean New Year with shows and various workshops, a 
Korean Corner, the screening of competitions, and so on. In total, 8,000 people took part in the events 
dedicated to the Games. 
The permanent exhibition was updated with items and images that made their mark during the 
PyeongChang 2018 Games: equipment, medals, mascots, etc.  

The public then set off on a journey to discover the Look of the Games through the “Olympic 
Language” temporary programme, which reveals the secrets to creating a successful visual identity 
for the Games. Talks, creative workshops, a special “Got the Games Look!” weekend event, mini 
fashion shows, a screening of the Official Film of Mexico City 1968, “La Nuit des Musées” and “La 
Semaine olympique” attracted no fewer than 15,000 people in total. 
There is still time to catch the exhibition as it runs until 24 March 2019! 

Find out more here and see the pictures here. 
 

The year 2019 will focus on the Olympic spirit and the YOG Lausanne 2020 

• Up to 24 March: the Olympic Language temporary programme;  
• From 4 to 24 February: Chinese New Year celebration and exhibition by Chinese painter Cui 

Jingzhe in the Art Lounge; 
• From 13 April to 15 March 2020: “We are Olympians, and you?” temporary programme; 
• Saturday 29 June: Mini-Stars Relay, teams of two race in the stunning setting of the Olympic 

Museum gardens to kick off the week of “Athletissima”, as is customary! For budding athletes and 
their families; 

• Saturday 21 September: La Nuit des Musées, the theme of which will be the preparations for the 
YOG Lausanne 2020. More information on the website; 

• Last, but not least, the 39th edition of the unmissable Semaine olympique – a special YOG 
Lausanne 2020 edition – which will bring together thousands of youngsters. Get your sports gear 
on from 13 to 17 October! 

 
For more information regarding what’s on at The Museum, please go to the website. 
For photos, please go to our Flickr album. 
 

THE OLYMPIC MUSEUM 
Quai d'Ouchy 1 
1006 Lausanne – Switzerland 
Tel: +41 21 621 65 11 
Open every day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
From 15 Oct. to 1 May: from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (except 
Mondays). 
www.olympic.org/musee 
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